CREATIVE SELF-EXPRESSION	81
Good new songs are urgently needed, so song competitions
are often organised. " Soviet life has already created its own
legends and romance, and the children's songs should deal with
these. They should be lively, attractive, and romantic. They
should describe all that is best in human character and human
endeavour." With the usual Russian friendliness and generosity,
the Director arranged a children's concert for me in spite of the
fact that normally there were no children at the music school
at the hour at which I was free. If my pleasure was any repay-
ment, he was amply repaid. There was a surprising amount of
real talent, and two children showed promise of much more than
that. The teaching was obviously good. The lack of self-
consciousness as well as the responsiveness to the instrument
played was very delightful. The opportunities for musical
expression which the State is providing will produce a nation of
music-lovers and music-makers, and will give any child with
genius or talent a chance of developing it. There will be no
wasted musical talent because the parents cannot afford, the
necessary tuition.
Similar opportunities in art are supplied by the schools at-
tached to the art institutes. These are not yet so well established
as the music schools, but as the number of art teachers increases,
and materials become more abundant, they too will supply all
the opportunity needed. The Moscow Regional Art Technician,
which I visited, very recently opened a school for children from
eight to fourteen. For 60 places, 630 applications were received.
The pupils come twice a week for two hours. The school at
present occupies an old, unsuitable building, which had to be
adapted. The work suffers in consequence, as also from a lack of
materials. The Director hoped that before long these defects
would be remedied. I saw a class at work on perspective. The
lesson, though not inspiring, was adequate. The art teacher had
himself been a peasant lad, and until a few years ago had not
even handled a pencil. There was no school in his village when he
was a child,* only a children's circle run by an enthusiast. Here
he had the first experience of using a pencil. At the very first
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